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POLICY

Poisonous plants will not be allowed in areas deemed as part of the child's educational environment, and safety measures will ensure that children are not exposed to poisonous plants on trips away from the Head Start classroom or playground. (See Classroom Safety, Field Trip Safety and Playground Safety policy) 

PROCEDURE

1. All plants that are listed as poisonous (see Poisonous Plants below) will not be allowed in areas that are deemed as part of the child's educational environment (classroom, playground, bathrooms and any office space where children may spend time). 

2. All plants in the classroom or in other areas of the Head Start environment that are accessible to children must have the name of the plant clearly labeled on the pot. If office space is used for childcare or during times when children are ill and waiting for parent pick up, the plant name must be clearly listed on the pot and should not be found on the list below. 

3. Head Start teachers will integrate poison prevention into the curriculum, which will include learning about poisonous plants as well as learning about other types of poisons. 

4. Poisonous plants that are in child outdoor areas (playgrounds) that are used but not owned by Head Start will be made inaccessible to children. 

5. The Health Manager will make available training materials and if needed, training that will assist teachers in identifying plants that are poisonous. 

Poisonous Plants

	Amaryllis
	Diffenbachia
	Jimson weed
	Rhubarb

	Azalea
	Dumbcane
	Juniper
	Skunk cabbage

	Begonia
	English holly/English ivy
	Larkspur
	Snow-on-the-mountain

	Bird of Paradise
	Elderberry
	Laurel
	Spathe flower

	Black nightshade berry
	Elephant ears
	Lily-of-the-valley
	String of pearls

	Butterfly weed
	Eucalyptus
	Mistletoe
	Tomato leaves

	Calla Lily
	Eyebane
	Morning glory
	Tulips-dermatitis

	Calmondin orange
	Firecracker
	Needlepoint ivy
	Violet seeds

	Carnation
	Foxglove
	Oleander
	Wild carrots

	Castor bean
	Geranium
	Oxallis
	Wild cucumber

	Christmas cherry
	Golden chain
	Philodendron
	Wild parsnip

	Chrysanthemum
	Hollyberry
	Podocarpus
	Wild peas

	Cotoneaster berry
	Horsechestnut
	Poison ivy
	Yew tree

	Cyclamen
	Hyacinth
	Poison sumac
	

	Daffodil
	Hydrangea blossom
	Poison hemlock
	

	Daisy
	Iris
	Potato plant
	

	Daphne
	Jack-in-the-pulpit
	Pothos
	

	Deadly nightshade
	Jerquirity bean
	Pyrocantha
	

	Devils Ivy
	Jerusalem cherry
	Rhododendron
	


Or any other plants deemed poisonous the Health Department
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