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POLICY

Head Start staff will ensure that safety is the first priority on all field trips and outings away from the Head Start site. 

PROCEDURE

1. A minimum of two adults will accompany children on any outings that are not on Head Start premises. (See Fieldtrips policy) 

2. Children will wear identification tags on all outings including trips to nearby parks.  Tags will not include the names of the child. For safety reasons, tags/buttons are not to be worn around the neck. 

3. Emergency consent forms and properly stocked First Aid Kits must be taken on all field trips and other outings (See Playground Safety policy). 

4. There must be a ratio of at least one adult per 8 children on field trips and whenever possible the adult/child ratio should be as high as one adult per 2 children. It is particularly important to have a high adult to child ratio when going places that have either a large number of people present or near water (river, lakes), and areas that are remote and have few emergency facilities/phones nearby. (See Fieldtrips policy) 

5. Teachers must ensure that medication or equipment needed to ensure the safety of a child with special medical needs (asthma, diabetes or other potentially life threatening conditions) is taken on the field trip. (See Medication Administration policy) 
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