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POLICY

Parents or teachers may bring pets into school for educational purposes.

PROCEDURE

1. Any pet or animal present at the facility, indoors or outdoors, must be in good health, show no evidence of carrying any disease, and be a friendly companion for the children. 

2. Dogs, cats and other furry animals, if allowed, will be immunized for any disease which can be transmitted to humans and will be maintained on a flea, tick, and worm control program. The following animals will not be permitted in school:

a) Ferrets

b) Turtles or other reptiles that can carry salmonella

c) Birds of the parrot family

d) Any wild or dangerous animals

3. Pets will be kept clean and housed in clean living quarters. Children will not be allowed access to the pet’s food or excrement. Animal tanks and cages will be secured in such a manner that prevents children form climbing on the structure and prevents the structure from tipping over.

4. All pets will be enclosed in cages or separated by some other means from the children except when children are handling them under adult supervision. Teachers and staff will make all attempts to prevent children from mouthing pets or putting their hands in their mouths after touching the pet or areas used by the pet. Pets will not be allowed in area where food is prepared, stored or eaten.

5. Children, caregivers, and staff will follow proper hand washing procedures after handling animals.

6. In the event of an animal bite or scratch, procedures for first aid and notification of parent or legal guardians contained in these policies will be followed.

7. Teachers or staff should check all children’s files for allergies to certain animals and make special arrangements accordingly. 

8. No animal will be allowed in the school without prior verbal or written permission from the school principal/ director, health manager, and classroom teacher.
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