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Policy

Head Start is enforcing a “nit-free” policy that indicates any student found to have head lice or their nits (eggs) be removed from school. Students are not allowed to return to school until they are nit-free. Students retuning to school with nits in their hair will be sent home until the nits are gone. 
Procedure

1.  
 Head Start parents will be informed of this policy and procedure at intake.

2. All children will be screened at school as needed throughout the year.  Parents will be notified if their child is infested and required to remove the child until treatment of the child and home is complete. 

3. It is the responsibility of the Director to arrange training and in-service to designated staff members in order for them to:

a. Identify infested individuals.

b. Handle cases of infestation properly and delicately.

c. Assure that parents are properly notified of the problem and treatment.

d. Check to see that students who are returning to school have been properly treated.

e. Help parents receive the necessary assistance when a chronic case occurs.

4. When a teacher suspects a student of having head lice, he/she will perform a brief check of the student’s hair to determine if there is an infestation.

5. The student will be checked privately, in order to determine whether or not the student is infested.  If any cases are identified, all students, including those that are not infested, will be given a letter by the Health Manager to take home that describes identification, prevention, and treatment of head lice. The teaching team will upon confirmation of an infested student, examine the class and others they suspect as being infested. 

6. If a student is found to be infested, parents will be contacted by telephone by the teaching team and asked to pick up the student. In the event that the parents cannot be reached, the student will be given instructions by the teaching team, which will prevent the spread of lice to other students, and will be returned to class.

7. Parents will be given information outlining proper treatment of pediculosis. Parents will complete a form, which indicates the steps that have been taken at home in order to treat the student, other family members, and household items to prevent re-infestation prior to the student’s being able to return to school.

8. If parents cannot be reached by telephone, the students are to remain at school and return to their regular classes. The teacher should discuss the situation with the student and inform them of the need for care in school. Other students in the class or school should not be informed of the student’s infestation. The student is not to be isolated or otherwise humiliated because of the infestation. If the parent or emergency contact person has not been contacted by the end of class, the student should be given the parent information packet and should return home in the usual way (including the bus).  

9. If the student normally gets transported to a daycare, then the teaching team, or school secretary must call the daycare and inform them of the infested student. If the daycare does not accept students with head lice, then attempts will be made by the teaching team (or school secretary if neither are available) to contact the parents or emergency contact person for an additional 60 minutes and the student will not be transported to the daycare.

10. If no contact is made with parents or emergency contact person, (within 60 minutes, Ref. Transportation 5 #8) then Head Start will call the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare. 

11. A student sent home for treatment could return to school after complete treatment of family and household, and must return via one or both of the parents. Busing privileges will be frozen until recheck by Head Start staff determines that there is no lice or nits present. Once a student is deemed nit and lice free, busing privilege will be restored. (The teaching team will inform the Transportation Manager of the student’s name and reason for freezing busing privileges)

12. Prior to being admitted to class following infestation, the student and parent(s) will report to the teacher to be rechecked and submit the required completed forms. If the forms are not turned in and/or head lice or nits (eggs) are found, then the student will not be allowed to return to class and will return home with the parent(s). Once it has been determined that the student can return to school, that student will be rechecked in seven days by the teaching team to determine that there is not a re-infestation.

13. A record of individual pediculosis will be kept to insure proper documentation of treatment and follow-up activities and to identify chronic problems. Name, date, teacher, date sent home, date readmitted to school, and date rechecked are to be included. 

14. Chronic infestations are defined as more than two documented infestations of head lice in the same school year. When a child is identified as chronic, parents will be given the option by the Family Advocate to contact the Health Department for further assistance. In the event that chronic head lice results in excessive absenteeism (below 85% attendance as set by the performance standard 1305.8 (c)) the child’s slot must be considered an enrollment vacancy.

15. The use of a pesticide in the school, by school personnel, will not be permitted unless approved by the Director after consultation with the Health Department and the parents of the student. 
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