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POLICY

As part of health screening, all Head Start Children will receive a hearing screen using a standardized screening tool.  Parents will be notified of results.  Follow-up plans will be developed as necessary.

PROCEDURE

1. During the first 45 days after a child's first day of service a qualified person will screen each child for any possible hearing loss: 
a) Idaho State University Speech and Language Hearing Center will administer the test. 

b) The screening situation will be as quiet as possible. Scores will be marked on the Audiometric Response Sheet. Any discrepancy as to the noise of the testing situation, the child's failure to respond due to lack of attention, observing the child has congestion during the testing situation, etc. should be recorded on the Audiometric Response Sheet. 

c) Frequencies of 1,000, 2,000, and 4,000 Hz must be screened. However, it will be up to the discretion of the screener as to whether other frequencies will also be checked. The decibel level will be set at 20bB for 1,000, 2,000, and 4,000 Hz. 

d) Any child who fails a frequency from the pure tone portion will be referred for re-screening by the district audiologist within 72 hours of receiving permission from the parent for re-screening.

2. Hearing Screening Results and Recommendation form is filled out by the screener after each screening and placed in child's file. 

3. Parents are notified of results using the Screening Summary form, which is a combination of developmental, hearing, and vision screening results. 

4. If the child fails the hearing screening, parents will receive notification of screening results using the Screening Summary form indicating that a referral to the school district audiologist is needed. The audiologist will re-screen the child and make a referral to a doctor if needed.  The Family Advocates will follow-up using the same procedures used for other medical and dental follow-up. 
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