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POLICY
The Pocatello/Chubbuck School District #25 Head Start Program will assure that classroom environments support and respect gender, culture, language, ethnicity, family composition and emotional/social growth of children.  The environment will also be conducive to bringing about growth in children in all other domains of child development.

PROCEDURE

1. Resources required and adopted by this program which have been used in the development of this policy and procedure consist of the following:

· Head Start Performance Standards

· The Creative Curriculum

· The Devereux Early Childhood Program – Enhancing Social and Emotional Development.

2. A supportive Interactive Environment will include the following:

· Children will be greeted and welcomed daily.

· Children will be provided with assistance as needed and fostering independence where appropriate

· Activities will be avoided that stereotype by gender, age, race, disability, ethnicity or family composition.

· Staff will show respect for and be supportive of the language and culture of each family.

· Staff will model and teach respect for and appreciation of others.

· Staff will interact with children in a caring way and build positive relationships with individual children.  Staff understand, and their interactions reflect the understanding, that a positive relationship is the foundation for supporting children’s social/emotional and academic growth and supporting positive behavior.

3. A supportive Physical Environment will include the following:

· The room will be free of health and safety hazards.  Children are free to explore while teachers focus on supporting their learning.

· The room is large enough for the number of children enrolled (at least 35 square feet per child).

· Space allows for flexible arrangement of equipment and furniture that can be arranged to support different activities.

· The space accommodates the needs of children, including those with disabilities.

· The room is attractive and inviting.  Furniture and materials are in good repair.  The room is divided into clearly defined areas and materials are organized in these areas in a manner than they are easily accessible to children for play and clean-up.  Clear traffic paths are established.  There are soft and hard surfaces, soothing colors and good lighting.  Windows have curtains and windows are open, weather permitting, to provide fresh air as needed.  Bulletin boards and displays are well organized and the room is free of clutter.  Walls reflect the culture of the children and families and what children are learning.  Walls are not over-stimulating – but provide some open, blank spaces where the eye can rest occasionally.

· There are places where children can play alone and in groups of different sizes.

· Play items encourage children’s sense of security and offer appropriate challenges.  They are sturdy and in good repair, reflect the ages and characteristics of the children enrolled, encourage physical, cognitive, social and emotional growth, are open-ended and are home-like to support children and to show families that their homes are filling with learning materials.
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