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POLICY

To help children gain skills and confidence, curriculum decisions will encourage children to be actively involved in the learning process, to experience a variety of developmentally appropriate activities and materials, and to pursue their own interests in the context of life in their community, family culture and world.  The curriculum should always integrate the various Head Start components and parent input into the daily program and be developmentally and linguistically appropriate while recognizing each child’s rate of development, interest, temperament, cultural background, and without discrimination on any basis, including race, color, national origin, age, sex, or disability.
PROCEDURE

       1.     This program utilizes the Creative Curriculum, including Literacy & Mathematics additions as a foundation to guide planning for a developmentally appropriate environment and practice, diversity and building upon the interests of children.

2.   The Head Start Child Outcomes Framework and Idaho E – Early Learning Guidelines also serve as the foundation for the general knowledge and skills which will be taught in the classroom.  Teachers will incorporate all eight domains in their teaching and assessment.

3. Teachers will use information regarding individual children to build upon the foundation of the program’s curriculum in order to provide individualized instruction.

4. Information regarding children will be gathered from a variety of sources, including:

a. Family information from the application, Initial & Mid-Year Home Visits, Screening and End of the Year Parent-Teacher Conferences, and any other contacts initiated by parent, teaching staff or family services staff.  This information will be documented on Work Sampling Parent Report forms (for teacher home visits and parent-teacher conferences) and contact logs (for all other exchanges).  Goals will be set for children at the first Parent-Teacher conference and reviewed at the home visit and conference that follow, and by parent or teacher request as needed.

b. Developmental Screening.  This program uses the FirstSTEP Screener to assess language, motor and cognitive skills.  It uses the DECA for screening social/emotional and behavioral skills.
c. Assessment.  This program uses the Creative Curriculum Assessment Tool.  Data is collected in the Creative Curriculum on-line assessment system.
d. Parent Committee meetings held monthly will present opportunities for parents to learn more about the curriculum and to give input into the activities that will take place in their child’s classroom.

5. Teachers, Teaching Assistants, Family Advocates and Child/Family Advocates will meet in their teams a minimum of once per month in a Team Meeting.  The program will schedule 4 hours per month for these teams to meet without interruption.  The information collected (see #4 above) will be discussed along with information from family services staff regarding the family.  Minutes will be kept of this meeting using the Team Meeting Minutes form.  It will include a list of the child’s strengths, interests and the needs to be worked on during the coming month.  It will also include goals set with parents in parent-teacher conferences and home visits and family information and goals.  These minutes will provide a condensed resource for planning activities (what to do with children to build knowledge and skill) and assessment (what to still learn about children) in the classroom and for connecting home and classroom through home visits.

6. Activities planned provide opportunities for children to be actively engaged and doing tasks for themselves with support and guidance from teachers as needed.  

7. Children will be encouraged to share their ideas and give input into the curriculum.

8. Activities will be planned that allow for children to participate and grow at their own developmental level and rate.

9. Lesson plans will reflect planning based on the overall program curriculum and the individualized curriculum for each classroom.
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