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POLICY TC \l1 "
As per Performance Standards this program will provide an environment of acceptance that supports and respects gender, culture, language, ethnicity and family composition.  Because holidays are important in the lives of our families this will include learning about holidays that our families celebrate and experience.
PROCEDURE

1. The celebrations of holidays will follow Federal Law in that the state and church will not be mixed and no religious instruction will be given.

2. This program will follow the philosophy of our curriculum – The Creative Curriculum -  in regards to the celebration of holidays.  This philosophy states that the components of children’s everyday lives drive curriculum.  Therefore avoiding holidays altogether is not responsive to children’s needs.  There may be children in our classrooms that celebrate holidays that are not typically seen or acknowledged in the decorations, advertising and celebrations of the larger community.  We have the opportunity to acknowledge something that is valued in each and every family in the program.  Holiday observances can be done in ways that are respectful, sensitive and developmentally appropriate. 

3. Decisions about holiday and cultural events should first and foremost mirror the decisions made about everyday classroom experiences.   These experiences should reflect the needs, strengths and interests of the children and families.

4. Teachers are encouraged to consider that there are many ways children can experience various holidays other than through eating food, making decorations or gifts, and having parties.  Celebrations should center on what children can learn from introducing them into the classroom.  Some examples include:

· Families may celebrate the same holiday in different ways.

· Different families may celebrate different holidays.

· Not everyone celebrates every holiday.

· What my family does is valued at school.

· We can all learn about different holidays and how they are celebrated.

· There are special feelings associated with holidays; they are more than costumes, food and parties.

5. It is important that holiday information is accurate and not trivialized.  Working with families is a good way to help this happen.  It is also important that teachers look at all holidays that families may celebrate – not just those that fall in the winter time.

6. Each year parents will be surveyed regarding their family’s holiday traditions and this information will be used in classroom planning (through the Child Information Questionnaire completed at Initial Home Visit)

7. The following information through Teaching Strategies (Creative Curriculum) is provided to guide teachers in observing this policy appropriately:

· Make sure holiday activities don’t become the whole curriculum.  Holidays should have no more significance or emphasis than any other subject that is explored in the classroom at any time during the year.

· Remember that preschool children, with their limited understanding of time concepts, may not remember what their families did last year and may have difficulty thinking about celebrations that will take place several weeks from now.
· Think about other ways to respond to what children notice about the observance.  For example, many objects children notice – pumpkins, gourds, lights, candles, decorated trees – can become materials for scientific investigations rather than holiday-related activities.  These can be made us of in learning opportunities.

· Think about ways to involve family members.  Invite family members in to talk about their family customs and to share special objects related to the observance or holiday.

· Preserve the regular routines of the classroom.  Remember that holidays can be over stimulating for young children.  Following the simple routines that they have learned in the classroom can be comforting.

· Keep activities simple and low-key.  With this in mind, look for books that describe different practices.  Learn songs (non-religious) from different cultures and about traditions.  Consider what related objects can be made available for children to explore in interest areas.

· Incorporate open-ended activities that give children choices about what they make and how their creations are used.  For example, Julie Bisson, in her book Celebrate!  An Anti-Bias Guide to Enjoying Holidays in Early Childhood Programs *, suggests an art activity like making homemade wrapping paper that can be used for holiday gifts or at any time of the year.  She also mentions making candleholders with play dough or clay.  Her point is that these products can be used differently by children in different families. With this approach, it may not be necessary to find alternative activities for children who, because of their religious beliefs, may not participate in holiday celebrations.”

· Beware the “holiday party” which is really a Christmas party with a few nods to other traditions.
· When in doubt, remember that “less is more”.  Listen to the children.  Respond to a child who talks about Santa Claus a lot by showing him books about Santa Claus without having the whole class focus on Santa Claus for the month.

· What may be most important to the children is that the teacher remain calm and relaxed at this time of year.  Then teachers can respond to the questions children ask about and build holiday activities and celebrations that do not take over but that acknowledge children’s own experiences and respond to their interests and those of their families.
· Resource:* can be found in the Head Start Resource Room                                                                                                                          Bisson, J. Celebrate!  An Anti-Bias Guide to Enjoying Holidays in Early Childhood Programs          

The Holiday Dilemma:  Finding Cultural Balance Throughout the Year, by Teaching Strategies (author of the Creative Curriculum) was used in developing this policy                
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