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POLICY TC \l1 "
Classroom computers will be integrated into the learning environment and used as one of the many options to support children’s learning.

PROCEDURE TC \l3 "
1. 
Teachers will have a plan for introducing children to the computer at the beginning of the year.  Use of the computer is individualized for each child to best meet their needs.
2. 
Teachers will set up a system for turn taking at the computer in order to promote equitable access to the computer for all children.  This system should assure that children can independently monitor whose turn it is and who will be next.
3. 
Children with special needs will have increased access to the computer when it is a part of their IEP and is supportive of the accomplishment of their goal(s).
4. 
Software used on classroom computers will (whether purchased by the program or provided by individual teachers):
a) 
Be void of stereotyping.
b) 
Be void of exposure to violence.
c) 
Promote problem solving.
d) 
Encourage independence and self-help.
e) 
Allow children to control the path and pace.
f) 
Provide exploration of a variety of concepts on several levels of ability.
g) 
Provide children quick feedback.
h) 
Appeal to children’s multi-sensory learning styles.
i) 
Be fun and enjoyable.
j) 
Promote creativity and imagination.
k) 
Ensure that all children can experience success.
l) 
Be approved by the Children’s Services Manager.

5. 
Arranging the computer area in the classroom:
a) 
The computer should be against a wall, near an outlet, with cords taped or banded securely to floor, table legs, etc., out of traffic areas to avoid accidents.
b) 
The computer should be placed out of sunlight and other elements that can cause extremes in temperature.
c) 
Software should be stored in envelopes/cases and in containers away from any magnetic fields (fans, motor, monitor) and away from direct sunlight.
d) 
Computer equipment will be placed in such a way to allow free air circulation around and into the vents on the computer case.
e) 
The computer will be placed low enough for children to sit comfortably. Height of the monitor should be adjusted to the eye level of the children.  Considerations should be made to adjust or accommodate children with special needs.  If assistance is needed in acquiring or adapting equipment for children with special needs, the teacher will consult with the Disabilities Services Manager in order to obtain the needed support.
f) 
Include in individual children’s records goals that are being targeted in the computer center.  
g) 
Assure that the system for monitoring turn taking at the computer is close to the computer.
h) 
Display any children’s work that is printed in an area close to the computer center.
6. 
Objective for children in the computer center include:
a) 
Working cooperatively with others (encourage working in pairs).
b) 
Developing problem solving skills and persistence.
c) 
Identifying, sorting, classifying objects (color, shape, size, number)
d) 
Understanding cause and effect.
e) 
Developing literacy skills (print awareness and concepts, early writing, alphabet knowledge.
f) 
Developing numeracy skills (numbers and operations, geometry, spatial sense, patterns)
g) 
Developing scientific skills and knowledge.
h) 
Developing small muscle skills (using mouse, keyboard)
i) 
Refining eye-hand coordination
j) 
Development computer knowledge and skills.
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