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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
School District #25 Network/Internet Acceptable Use Policy
	
DATES (Adopted/Revised)
	
GUIDE WORDS

	
May 1995


April 17, 2002
	Internet

Wide Area Network

Computer

Technology


Email


Access to the Internet and/or other wide area network services may be available to students and staff in School District 25.  This offers vast, diverse and unique resources to both students and teachers.  One of the district goals is, “Learners will demonstrate the ability and internal motivation to seek out and access information utilizing a variety of resources including available technology.”

With access to wide area networks and people throughout the world, comes the availability of material that may not be considered to be of educational value in the context of the school setting.  School District 25 has taken precautions to restrict access to controversial materials.  On a global network, it is impossible to control all materials which become available.  Valuable information and interaction available on wide area networks far outweighs the possibility that users may procure material that is not consistent with the educational goals of School District 25.

Wide area networks, including Internet and email services, are coordinated through a complex association of government agencies, and regional and state networks.  It is imperative that users comply with a set of strict guidelines in order to maintain efficient ethical and legal utilization of network resources.  Note: Email services may not be provided to all users or our network system.

All students and staff will be allowed access and use of our wide area network through generic or personal logins.  This affords delivery of many educational programs and services.  An individual account is to be established for each user of School District 25's wide area network for Internet and/or email access.  Individual access to the network is to be only through the account that has been established.  School District 25 reserves the right to monitor any and all activity on any School District Network.  If the user violates any provisions, the account will be terminated, future access may be denied, and appropriate disciplinary actions will be taken.  The appropriate signatures are required from students, parents, and staff prior to setting up an individual user account.  It is expected that all terms and conditions outlined in this policy and the account application will be followed.


PROCEDURE
Each student or staff member who accesses any School District Wide Area Network for Internet or email access, on School District 25 equipment must first obtain an individual account.  Sharing of individual user id’s and/or passwords is prohibited. Any attempts to access network services by use of another individual’s passwords, codes, and or secured data is strictly forbidden.  School District 25 reserves the right to monitor any and all activity of any School District 25 account originating from or addressed to students, staff, or others.

1.
Acceptable Use.  The use of the wide area network and/or an individual user an account must be in support of education and research and must be consistent with the educational objectives and goals of School District 25.  Transmission of any material must comply with rules appropriate for the network.  Any material transmitted must meet Federal, State, local, and district regulations including, but not limited to: copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, or material protected by trade secret.  Use for commercial activities by for-product advertisement or political lobbying is prohibited.  Any viewing or dissemination of objectionable materials from any source into the system is strictly prohibited.

2.
Privileges.  Use of the wide area network for delivery of educational programs is afforded to all but is still considered a privilege and all District etiquette and discipline policies must be followed.  The use of an individual user account in School District 25 is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in cancellation of that privilege.  Each individual who receives an account is expected to use the network properly.  System administrators may use discretion as to inappropriate use and may suspend an account at any time.  Administration, or other staff of School District 25, may request the system administrator to deny, revoke, or suspend specific user accounts at any time for cause.  Appeals regarding cancellation must be made through the building administrator to the appropriate director.

3.
Etiquette.  All network users and individual account holders are expected to abide by generally accepted rules of network etiquette.  Some of these include: 1.  Appropriate language.  The user will not swear, use vulgarities or any other inappropriate language.  2.  Illegal activities.  Any illegal activities are strictly forbidden.  3.  Personal information.  The user will not reveal personal address or phone number or those of other students or colleagues.  4.  Use of E-Mail.  Electronic mail is not guaranteed to be private.  System operators have access to all mail.  Messages relating to or in support of illegal activities will be reported to authorities.

4.
Responsibility.  School District 25 is not responsible for any damages suffered by an account holder.  This includes loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, mis-deliveries or service interruptions caused by negligence, errors, omissions, or virus.  Use of any information obtained via any network service is at the user’s own risk.  School District 25 specifically denies any responsibility for accuracy or quality of information attained through any network service.

5.
User fees and costs.  From time-to-time new registration and account information may be required in order to update or continue services.  Currently there are no user fees for the use of the network.  However, any additional costs which are incurred by using a network are the responsibility of the staff member, student or the student’s parent.  This includes the use of fee-for-services programs, purchases and searches or any other costs incurred from using the network.  Any costs for services other than the provision of the basic network are not authorized and will not be paid by School District 25.


6.
Network supervision.  Students using a School District 25 network for Internet access must be supervised by an authorized district staff person.  Generic logins may be allowed for use of the wide area network for educational program delivery, however, use of individual user accounts is preferred whenever possible.   Each student or staff member who signs on to the network for the purpose of accessing the Internet must have a personal account.  Accounts are assigned to an individual for their use only and are not transferable from person to person.  The account user is responsible for any damage caused to any hardware, software, data or security on any of the district’s equipment, local area networks, or wide area networks.  Any ID numbers and passwords are to be kept confidential by the user.

7.  
Account application.  Any School District 25 staff member or student must obtain an account prior to using a district wide area network for Internet and/or email access.  No account will be issued until an application has been completed and has been forwarded to the network system operator.  Any account may be canceled at any time for cause.

When an account is established the student or staff member will be notified of log-in and user password.
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