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Start History

A 1965- Birth of Head Start- Summer
program established

A 1967-1973- Operated a 9-month
5-year-old program

A 1973- Shifted to serving 4-year-olds

A 1999- Began serving 3-year-olds &

added another 4-year-old classroom
through a TANF savings contract

A 2001- Moved to the Lincoln Center



Mission & Vision =
uilds

Families!

A Because we believe that all children have the
right to grow up in safe, healthy, nurturing
families that are supported by their
communities,

A Because we believe that all families should
have the opportunity to receive support in
enhancing the richness
and maximizing achievement of their
potentials,

A We promote programs and policies and build
sustainable systems to strengthen families and
help parents enhance the social/emotional,
physical, and academic development of their
children.




Eligibility

Requirements

A Each family must be at or below
federally mandated poverty income
guidelines.

A Each child must be three or four
years old by September 15t of the
enrolling year.

A Children with the greatest
needs are accepted into the
program first.



2012-2013

I Income

* Total Allowable | **130% Poverty G u | d 6| INEesS

Yearly Income Guidelines

15.130 19.669
19.090 24 817
- 23.050 29 065

* Families with more than 8 persons, ad
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Performance Standards

A Head Start programs are governed
by over 2000 Performance
Standards and the 2007 Head Start
Act

A Performance Standards are the
Federal Rules & Guidance each
program MUST follow

A Each program has their own Policies
& Procedures that outline how they
make sure the Performance
Standards happen
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Head Start Staff -
Operating Responsibilities



Classes

A We have seven 4-year-old
classrooms .

A We have three 3-year-old
classrooms

A Nine classrooms are located at the
Lincoln Early Childhood Center

A One classroom is located at Tyhee
Elementary School

A We serve 186 children and their
families




What makes us unique?

AParent Engagement

Adealth &
Developmental
Screening

A-amily Services

A-ocus on School
Readiness for child,
family, school &
community




Head Start teaches the Whole Child

We provide high quality early childhood
education that encompasses the ldaho
Early Learning Guidelines five
developmental and learning domains:

Idaho Early Learning eGuidelines
5 Domains of Learning

We also use: \
_ Approaches to Learning
A Creative & Cognitive Developmes

Curriculum

A Second Step

-

Physical Well bemg, H ’1’“’;.; o

A | am Moving |
am Learning

A and more!

Best Practices in
Early Childhood Education



School
Readiness

A Every component of the
Head Start program
weaves preparation toward
School Readiness into
classroom curriculum, child
goals, family goals, and
program activities, for not
only the child, but for the
entire family.



Ongoing
Assessments

KOur teachers are certified
teachers

Arhey follow individualized lesson
plans with measurable outcomes
based on the Idaho Early Learning =
Guidelines five developmental &
learning domains

MParent-Teacher conferences are
held twice each year

Aeachers make 2 home visits
each year

A-amily Advocates make 3
or more home visits each year



Children with Disabillities

A We are mandated to offer at least 10% of
our enrollment slots to disabled children

A We work together with
Early Intervention Preschool to give these
children the best possible services




Family Engagement

Families are encouraged to volunteer in the
program as often as they can

There are many ways they can do this:
I Inthe classroom
I On the Policy Council
I On several Committees
I On Field Trips
I Working on Child Goals at home
I Doing Office Work

,.‘o‘ N ((\?4.
We believe that parent-(‘_ « =8
and most important teacher ) R

We support our parents in finding
opportunities for education, as well as
career development.

It is important to us to help families succeed
In whatever areas they choose, from
becoming self-sufficient to realizing dreams




Family Engagement

A Parents and other family members are
encouraged to be not only Involved, but
to be Actively Engaged in all aspects of
t he Head Start chi | 4R€®% at i or
experience \ )

A Parents are given opportunities to
become Parent Leaders and to
participate on a variety of committees

A Through these opportunities, staff
model parenting skills and leadership
skills with all family members



Each month we have
special activity nights for
children & their families

Head Start
Strengthens Fafnlly Tle AParent Committee Nights
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AWhole Program Events
AMale & Child Activities
AWorkshops

Alnformation Fair

AMc Teacher 6s Ni
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Literacy

Literacy is a program-wide focus at Head
Start

Community Adult Literacy Programs are
referred to parents in need of them

Lending Libraries are available for both
children AND adults

RIF and FRED/EMILY programs are used
to encourage the whole family to read
together and helps children build their own
library at home with free books

The Pocatello Golden KIWANIS club
provides a Winter Literacy Celebration for
Head Start families, which includes giving a
free book to every child in attendance




Nutrition

Avenus are approved a
licensed dietician

AWNe are part of the Child &
Adult Feeding Program (CCFP)

AChildren eat family-style with
their teachers and are
encouraged to serve
IEINEGEIES

A ach classroom eats twice a
day- Breakfast & Lunch or
Lunch & a Snack



